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Center for 
Neighborhood 
Technology  

•Non-profit applied research “think 
and do tank” based in Chicago 
 

•Develop and implement strategies 
that benefit the environment and 
the economy 
 

•Bridge information gaps 
 

•Areas: Energy efficiency, 
transportation efficiency, green 
infrastructure 





Key Concept: Location Efficiency 

A measure of the extent to which 

people can meet their needs with 

fewer cars and fewer miles. 



Project Goals 

• What are transportation costs like in 

places where affordable housing is 

being placed? 

• Do current policies encourage LE 

affordable housing ?   

• Can the H+T Index help?  

• How can transportation costs be 

reduced for residents at all income 

levels? 

 



http://www.sxc.hu 



Household Expenditures, 2001-2010 

T=18% 

H=33% 

All Else 
49% 

Source: BLS Consumer Expenditure Surveys, 2001-2010 



http://www.sxc.hu 



• 30% housing + 15% transportation = 45% H+T 
affordability benchmark  

• Local benchmarks may be appropriate 

A New Standard 

Housing Costs + Transportation Costs 

Income 
Affordability = 





Study Area 















Location Efficiency  

of Affordable Housing 



Location Efficiency  

of Affordable Housing 



Relative Contribution by Program 

34% 

17% 

68% 

100% 



LE by Type of Project 

 Multi-family has slight advantage over single-

family ($876/mo vs $818/mo) 

 

 



LE by Size of Unit (HTF only) 

 Smaller units have an advantage over larger units 

 

 



LE by Period of Funding (PH not included) 

 More LE gains than setbacks 

 

 





Project Goal #1: Findings 

• Transportation costs are very high relative to 

regional income 

• Areas of relative location efficiency exist 

• HTF program effective in producing units in 

relatively LE areas  

• Over 2/3 of HCV holders are in relatively location 

inefficient ZIP codes 

• Emphasis on multifamily rental projects and 

smaller units may improve LE, but constrained 

by zoning. 
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• What are transportation costs like in 

places where affordable housing is 

being placed? 

• Do current policies encourage LE 

affordable housing ?   

• Can the H+T Index help?  
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Project Goal #2: Do current policies 

encourage LE affordable housing in 

developable areas? 



Sustainability 

Ordinance (left) 

Also:  

  LUI policy 

  East of Riverway 

  West Asheville 

Do current policies 

encourage LE 

affordable housing 

in developable 

areas? 







Acreage and Parcel Sizes 



Acreage and Parcel Sizes 



Acreage and Parcel Sizes 





Recommendations (partial) 

1. Incorporate H+T as a measure of LE into 
program selection criteria, award levels, 
and/or policies (LUI) 

2. Prioritize underutilized LE land for 
redevelopment 

3. Consider amendments to better align 
UDO, LUI, Sustainability Ordinance 

(See report for more detailed recommendations) 

 

 



Thank you! 
Stefanie Shull -- sshull@cnt.org 

 

http://www.cnt.org 
http://htaindex.cnt.org 
http://abogo.cnt.org 

H+T Newsletter:   http://htaindex.cnt.org/subscribe.php 

mailto:sshull@cnt.org

